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Introduction and History.

Washington D.C. (District of Columbia) is located near the two rivers Potomac and Anacostia, connected to each other south of Washington The actual city of Washington is quite coextensive with the District of Columbia. District of Columbia is a 177-sq. km large, almost rectangular district, except for the border towards Potomac. Federal City (the original name) was grounded 1790; it became the capital of U.S.A. in the year of 1800, and the same year it was renamed after the first president in America's history, George Washington. Before this, the "government" had been seated in Philadelphia.  

The location of the new capital was not too good in the beginning. The two rivers of Potomac and Anacostia provided, however, a good trade route for the tobacco markets in Georgetown. Neither the telegraph nor the railways were invented yet; so most people felt that the city was too far away. In the city of Washington's childhood, population flow was very low. At the year of 1808 population was only around 5.000 people. Six years later the British army occupied Washington. Many important buildings were burned down and the Americans temporarily evacuated Washington. The expanding of Washington therefore ceased for a period of time. A few years before the Civil War (1861-1865), Washington's population was up to 50.000 people. Due to it's importance during the Civil War, Washington's population increased drastically during and after the war. The city held major war hospitals and supply depots. The huge black migration after the war resulted in increased population and an expanding of the city borders. There has been a very large black representation in the city since the Civil War. The black population is nowadays about 60-70% (the highest rate in U.S.A.) of the total population of 600.000 people.

In August 1963, Martin Luther King Jr. led a march from the Washington monument to the Lincoln memorial, where he made his famous speech "I have a dream". The approach to black people has changed since 1963, but U.S.A. is still a bit segregated. White people have better chances to succeed in life.

Geography

 Together with different com​munities and cities like

Bethesda, Chevy Chase, Silver Springs (Maryland), Arlington, Falls Church and Alexandria (Virginia), Washington forms a huge urban area. Two big rivers, Potomac and Anacostia sur​​​​r​ound Washington. Poto​mac forms the southwest border to Virginia. The borders to southeast, northeast and northwest are all connected to Maryland. Because of the lack of space in the central Wash​ington, many buildings had to be built outside the District of Columbia. Wash​ington National Airport is for example located at the western side of Potomac river and south of Washington in Virginia.

Washington downtown has become quite big because of an ordinance that limits the building height. Washington downtown has therefore continued to be beautiful, with big green areas instead of grotesque skyscrapers like many other American cities have.

Famous Buildings

There are many famous buildings and monuments in Washington. Some of the monuments and memorials, you can visit, are the Lincoln memorial, the Thomas Jefferson memorial, the Washington monument, the Vietnam Veterans memorial and Arlington National cemetery. Arlington National cemetery is located in Arlington, Virginia, south of Washington. Beside the Capitol, Washington monument is probably the most conspicuous monument. It's located slightly to the western end of "the Mall" and south of the White House. The Mall is a large open space in the centre of Washington. Many federal and public buildings are located around the Mall. One of the most famous buildings is the Capitol building. It's located at the eastern end of the Mall. The Capitol has been the seat of the senate since 1800. The amateur architect William Thornton created the original design of the Capitol, but it has been modified several times after the original construction. Washington is the location of many world-famous buildings. Some of them are the Pentagon, the largest building in the world, the White House, the Presidents house, and the Smithsonian Castle, an admini​strative centre for many museums in Washington. The Pentagon is a gigantic five-sided building of about 12 hectares, which employs more than 23.000 people. It's located in Arlington, Virginia, slightly south from the Potomac river. The Pentagon covers all the adm​i​n​i​strative units of the defence (Army, Navy and Air Force). The White House has been the seat of the president since John Adams in the year of 1800. The White House is located on 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. The White House is so popular it has its own zip code.

Museums

Washington is famous for all its museums. National Gallery of Art, National Museum of American Art, Freer Gallery of Art, National Museum of National History, Washington Zoo and National Air and Space Museum are some of them. All of these museums are administrated by the Smithsonian Institution, with its headquarter at the Smithsonian Castle.

National Air and Space Museum is a very big and comprehensive museum of Air and Space evolution. The museum contains many air- and space-vehicles. You can see Charles Lindbergh's "Spirit of St. Louis", walk into a real "moon lander", see a "moon buggy" and even touch an authentic "moon stone". 

Government

Section 1—All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested

in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and

a House of Representatives.

The American government has the Capitol building as headquarter. The American government consists partially of the congress. The congress consists of the Senate and the House of Representatives. The Senate is located at the north wing of the Capitol building. The House of Representatives is located in the south wing. The Supreme Court building is situated east from the Capitol. The Senate (upper house) consists of 100 senators. Two senators from each state are elected every sixth year. The House of Representatives (lower house) consists of 435 members from different states. 

Economy

Washington economy is clearly concentrated on federal institutions. Different federal institutions employ over one-third of Washington's workforce. Washington has almost no industry. The only existing industry is the printing, publishing and food industry. Washington Post has a daily edition of about 800.000. The service-branch and especially the tourist-branch employ quite a lot of people. About 18 million tourists visit Washington every year. Washington has many hotels. A major convention centre was opened in 1983. Washington's nice parks and avenues tempt many of the tourists. Others are more interested in the monuments and museums. Washington has very much to offer a visiting tourist. 

Summary

Maybe it was Pierre-Charles L'Enfant's idea when he made up the city plan, to create a beautiful and representative city for a great country. L'Enfant didn't create Washington as a capital for a small country with 3 million people. He created Washington to become a future huge capital of a huge republic with 500 million people in 50 states. It's peculiar that L'Enfant could foresee that U.S.A. would become a huge republic in the future. Ok, the population isn't up in 500 million, yet. But U.S.A. is truly the worlds leading nation in most areas. Many of the decisions that are made in Washington will have worldwide impact.
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